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Outline

1. Changes to the Clean Water Act
2. Changes to the Conservation Authority Act
3. Progress on Source Protection Plan 

amendments



1. Changes to the Clean Water 
Act

• No updates



1. Changes to the Clean Water 
Act (a reminder)
Changes to the Clean Water Act

• Provides overall intent of the changes
• Posted on Environmental Registry on October 20, 

decision made on October 31
Changes have been PASSED

Changes to the Regulations
• Will provide the detail of how the overall intent is 

delivered
• Posted on Environmental Registry on October 20, closed 

December 4
Changes are still PROPOSED



Changes to:

1. The process for incorporating new / 
expanded drinking water systems

2. The approval process for amendments
3. The way prescribed instruments can be used 

to address threats



Changes to:
1. The process for incorporating new / 

expanded drinking water systems
• Increases to water taking at municipal systems now 

included 
• Adds the flexibility to allow the system come into 

service before amendment complete
2. The approval process for amendments
3. The way prescribed instruments can be used 

to address threats



Changes to:
1. The process for incorporating new / 

expanded drinking water systems
2. The approval process for amendments

• Short – replacement of wells. Staff complete and 
approve

• Medium – new vulnerable areas, same policies. SPA 
approves

• Long – everything else.  Our current process
3. The way prescribed instruments can be used 

to address threats



Changes to:
1. The process for incorporating new / 

expanded drinking water systems
2. The approval process for amendments
3. The way prescribed instruments can be used 

to address threats
• Remove the ability to prohibit existing activities with 

Prescribed Instruments

• Require standardize wording in Prescribed 
Instrument policies



2. Changes to Conservation 
Authority Act
• Decision on consolidated boundaries (March 

10)
• Budget bill (Mar 26)



CA consolidation



Lake Huron Region Conservation 
Authority
Conservation Authorities Source Protection Authorities

Lake Simcoe South Georgian Bay – Lake Simcoe

Nottawasaga Valley

Grey Sauble Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce 
Peninsula Source Protection RegionSaugeen Valley

Maitland Valley Ausable Bayfield Maitland Valley Source 
Protection RegionAusable Bayfield



CA governance
• Currently:

• LSRCA: 16 municipalities, 16 Board members
• NVCA: 18 municipalities, 18 Board members

• Going forward:
• LHRCA: 75 municipalities

• MECP commitment:
• Board made up of Upper Tier and Single Tier 

municipalities
• Watershed Councils to ensure local interest and 

knowledge guides watershed planning



Commitments from MECP

• Sourcewater Protection remains a priority (a 
mandatory service)

• No changes to the program structure or 
funding

• No loss of jobs at Conservation Authorities
• Does not affect SSEA



The path forward

• The new Regional CAs to be in place by this 
time next year, with some transition planning 
to follow

• May be some chaos behind the scenes at 
LSRCA and NVCA 

• SPC meetings (and work) will continue as in 
previous years

• Further amendments to the Clean Water Act 
will be necessary



3. Progress on Source Protection 
Plan amendments
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Kawartha Lakes (Woods of Manilla)

Springwater (Midhurst Heights)

Durham (Sunderland, Cannington)

New Tecumseth (Alliston)

Mono (Orangeville)

Tiny (Lafontaine)

Section 36 (full policy review)



Thank you
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