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Overview 

• Quick recap on stormwater management 
approvals



Evolution of stormwater 
management in Ontario
At the time the plan was developed

Types of Stormwater
 Approvals

Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA)

Exempt from approvals/registration



Evolution of stormwater 
management in Ontario
Since 2020

Types of Stormwater
 Approvals

Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA)

Consolidated Linear Infrastructure – 
Environmental Compliance Approval (CLI-ECA)

Exempt from approvals/registration



Evolution of stormwater 
management in Ontario
Since 2025

Types of Stormwater
 Approvals

Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA)

Consolidated Linear Infrastructure – 
Environmental Compliance Approval (CLI-ECA)

Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR)

Exempt from approvals/registration



What is EASR? 
• Environmental Activity and Sector Registry

• It is a self-registration system and is considered an 
‘approval’

• For stormwater, only privately owned facilities can 
register and there are some exemptions

• Must be signed off on by a Licensed Engineering 
Professional

• There is no review before ‘approval’ and no posting the 
Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO)

• Registration will be publicly accessible through Access 
Environment

• They can be audited after the fact



Policy options made available
• Prohibition of all stormwater facilities where the would 

be a significant drinking water threat and subject to 
any provincial ‘approval’

• Monitoring policies requesting information from MECP 
about the number of threats and audits

• Non-legally binding policies asking that significant 
drinking water threat facilities be prioritized within the 
audit process

• The Committee cannot stack a risk management plan 
policy on top of an approval



Policy options made available
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Endorsed policy changes
• ADD: 

• MON-7: By February 1 of each year, MECP shall report to the local 
Source Protection Authority on the number of registrations to the 
Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) that are 
considered Significant Drinking Water Threats, and how many 
registrations for Significant Drinking Water Threats were audited by 
Ministry Staff in the previous year. 

• SEWG(a)-2: The MECP is encouraged to prioritize activities registered 
to the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry that are considered 
Significant Drinking Water Threats within their audit process.



Similar policy developed by 
MECP
• Developed with Lake Erie SPR staff
• Not mandatory for other SPRs to adopt



MECP-drafted policy
• Where stormwater management works are a significant 

drinking water threat (SDWT) and meet the criteria for 
registration on the Environmental Activity and Sector 
Registry (EASR), the Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks shall:

• Notify the Source Protection Authority when:
• these registrations occur.

• registered storm water management works have been updated by the 
registrant to identify a SDWT. 

• By February 1 of each year, report on the number of 
inspections conducted on registered works where the 
activities would be an SDWT.



Policy comparison
SGBLS policy MECP / LER policy

Report on EASR 
registrations

By Feb 1 of each year When they happen

Report on audit / 
inspections

By Feb 1 of each year By Feb 1 of each year



Concurrently … pending / approved changes to 
the Clean Water Act



Pending / approved changes to 
the Clean Water Act
Changes announced in October 2025
1. Greater flexibility in incorporating new / expanded 

drinking water systems
2. Streamlined approval process for amendments
3. Changes to policies for addressing Prescribed 

Instruments

Details are still forthcoming



3. Prescribed instruments

Changes announced in October 2025:
1. Remove the ability to prohibit existing activities 

with Prescribed Instruments

2. Require standardize wording in Prescribed 
Instrument policies

Details forthcoming:

• What will the standardized wording say?

• This current example may give us some insight



Thank you
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