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Presentation Outline

• Overview of the Annual Reporting Process
• Updates: Risk Management Plans, Official Plan 

Amendment, Septic Inspections, etc.  
• Recommended Progress Score
• Next Steps



Objectives of Annual Reporting
Primary Goal:
To assess if threats to drinking water supplies were reduced 
through the implementation of the Source Protection Plan

Secondary Goals:
1. Ensure program effectiveness and efficiency
2. Provide accountability and transparency through public 

reporting
3. Inform future budget requests
4. Reduce uncertainty of plan success or failure
5. Inform decision-making and implementation
6. Enable more effective on-the-ground management of 

Significant Drinking Water Threats



Annual Reporting 
Process

• Risk Management Officials report on behalf of 
municipalities – February 1, 2026

• Presentation Source Protection Committee & Source 
Protection Authority – April/May 2026

• Reporting and ‘Report card’ due to the Ministry – May 
1, 2026



Annual Reporting Components

1. Establishment of a Risk 
Management Office

2. Number of Risk Management Plans
3. Number of inspections
4. Qualitative assessment of policy 

effect
5. Status of Official Plan update and 

Zoning By-law amendment
6. Progress on Septic Inspection 

Program
7. Ministry Reporting (Prescribed 

Instruments)



Risk 
Management 

• 286 active risk 
management plans

• 13 new risk management 
plans in 2025

• 86 risk management 
inspections



Official Plan 
Updates 
Progress to 
Date



Zoning Bylaw 
Amendments  
Progress to 
Date



Septic Inspections  

• An estimated 2,116 require 
inspection each 5 years 

• 689 septic inspections in 
2025 (~33%)

• 27 of the 689 (~4%) 
inspected required some 
remedial action (minor or 
major)



Reporting from Provincial Agencies
• The Provincial Ministries reviewed 7 applications 

• 2 applications reviewed by MECP met the criteria for a Significant 
Drinking Water Threat (wastewater/sewage works)

• one was since cancelled by the applicant, the other is still 
under review

• No new prescribed instruments or prohibitions were issued by 
Ministries this year

• Two existing instruments reviewed by MAFA
• 1 NASM Plan updated to exclude vulnerable area from 

application area
• 1 Nutrient Management Strategy found to be no longer 

necessary (property ownership and use change) 



Recommended Progress Score
The Source Protection Authority recommends 
that the Source Protection Committee provide a 
progress score of:

Progressing Well/On Target 
on achieving source protection plan objectives this reporting period.

Progressing Well/On Target means the majority of the source protection 
plan policies have been implemented and/or are progressing in accordance 
with the timelines specified in the source protection plan.



Looking to the Future

• The task of protecting drinking water sources  
continues through inspections and 
Amendments

• Risk management inspections for ‘original’ threats

• Risk management plans and septic inspections 
associated with new wells, and updates to the 
Source Protection Plan



A clean glass of water starts 
long before you turn on the tap

Thank you! 
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