
Page 1 of 8

Source Protection Committee (SPC) 
Minutes of Meeting SPC-01-2025
April 10, 2025

The Chair called the meeting to order at 1:03pm.

Members Present:
Lynn Dollin, Chair

Municipal
Chris Gerrits, Jeff Hamelin, Katie Thompson, Michelle Flaherty, Michelle Jakobi, Jennifer Best

Economic/Development
Colin Elliott, John Hemsted, Amanda Kellett, David Ketcheson, Jessica Neto, Rick Newlove, David 
Ritchie

Public Sector
Geoff Allen, Peter Dance, Bob Duncanson, Stephanie Hobbs, Cate Root, Karen Koornneef

First Nations
Vacant

Liaisons
Don Goodyear, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA)
Ian Ockenden, Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA)

Staff Present
Bill Thompson, LSRCA
Mystaya Touw, LSRCA
Kathy Hillis, LSRCA (minutes)

Sheri Steiginga, NVCA
Melissa Carruthers, SSEA

Guests
Shelly Cuddy, Durham Region
Tom Bradley, York Region

Rachel Blackwell, Simcoe Muskoka District 
Health Unit (SMDHU)

Regrets:
Tom Kurtz, Public Sector
Julie Cayley, Severn Sound Environmental Association (SSEA)
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1. Welcome & Opening Remarks

The Chair introduced new Member Karen Koornneef.

2. Land Acknowledgement

The Chair recited the Acknowledgement of Indigenous Territory.

3. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and Conflict of Interest

None declared.

4. Approval of Agenda

Moved by:  John Hemsted
Seconded by:  Stephanie Hobbs

SPC-01-25 Resolved That the agenda for the April 10, 2025 meeting of the Source 
Protection Committee (SPC) be approved as presented. Carried

5. Adoption of Minutes

Moved by:  Cate Root
Seconded by:  Rick Newlove

SPC-02-25 Resolved That the minutes of the October 10, 2024 meeting of the Source 
Protection Committee be approved as amended. Carried

6. Announcements

There were none.

7. Deputations

There were none.

8. Presentations

a) A presentation by Bill Thompson, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority, on 
Source Protection Committee: the year to come.

Link to the presentation – Source Protection Committee: the year to come

Bill will advise all Members next week whose term is ending this year and explain the 
process.

https://ourwatershed.ca/assets/uploads/2025/04/a-The-year-to-come.pdf
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QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

Peter Dance: Have concern about updating of Well Head Protection Areas. Rather than 
settling into something that is basically adminstered by staff, how does the Committee 
think about bringing recommendations forward to be proactive and what will the 
mechanism be?

Bill responded that the Ministry heard from a number of source protection authority 
staff with concerns so they are outlining a process to update technical aspects. This will 
hopefully be reinvigorated now that the provincial election is over. We have still have a 
vacancy for a hydrogeologist which limits our ability to work on this. If the Committee 
would like other items added to agendas, they can do so and staff will support as they 
are able. Lynn advised that the source protection committee chairs meeting was 
pushed due to the election and has yet to be rescheduled.

Moved by:  Peter Dance
Seconded by:  Rick Newlove

SPC-03-25 Resolved That presentation a) on Source Protection Committee: the year 
to come be received for information. Carried

b) A presentation by Mystaya Touw, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority, regarding 
Staff Report SPC2.1 – Annual Report on Plan Implementation (to December 31, 2024).

Link to the presentation – Annual Report on Plan Implementation (to December 31, 2024)

The following numbers have been updated from the staff report due to new septic systems 
being added as Threats and the percent of total inspections calculated reflecting all of 
round 3 rather than just those completed in 2024:

• An estimated 2,132 require inspection each 5 years
• 835 3rd round inspections completed (39%)

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

Geoff Allen: When will Clearview and Springwater septic inspections begin?

Mystaya advised that it is 3rd round inspections that have yet to begin. Many 
municipalities have planned to conduct them in 2025/26. Mystaya will refer to the notes 
submitted on the dates for Clearview and Springwater and will advise Geoff.

Lynn Dollin: When are they due?

Mystaya advised it is five years from when it was last inspected.

Amanda Kellett: Some municipalities have yet to start their zoning bylaw updates. What is 
the status of these updates?

https://ourwatershed.ca/assets/uploads/2025/04/b-S.46-Annual-Reporting-1.pdf
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Mystaya advised Springwater has not yet started, and their official plan amendment is 
still in progress. Jennifer Best advised that a lot of municipalities have an upper tier 
municipality and they are waiting on growth management numbers since the province 
introduced a number of changes, and this results in a delay in at the official plan stage, 
and when you get your official plan done the next thing that comes is zoning. Any 
updates to source protection policies will be captured in the official plan, and once that 
is approved will move into the zoning bylaw.

Peter Dance: If the official plans and zoning bylaws are updated so that people could check 
a map, that would help people know what applies to their property, and deal with some of 
the difficult issues that come to the Committee. Are there workarounds that can help push 
the municipalities forward with source protection policy issues? Peter has requested an 
update at the next meeting on where we may have some options for workarounds and/or 
send a letter to municipalities to indicate the importance.

Chris Gerrits: Doing a lot of work to protect water resources but there is a piece of federal 
land in the middle that is unprotected. Perhaps advocate for inclusion of federal lands in 
the process. First Nations groups are following similar requirements.

Bill advised that the Ministry previously reached out to National Defence for inclusion of 
lands such as Base Borden but conversations fell off the table. It is worth revisiting. 
Lynn commented that this is similar to the work we have done in engaging with First 
Nations, but the federal government does not seem as interested in voluntarily 
participating. Bill advised that the province has established best practices for source 
protection for non-municipal systems where people want to opt in, and we have been 
working with Beausoleil First Nations on these voluntary packages. If National Defence 
is interested the province would likely be interested in making this another example of 
cooperation. Bill asked if anyone has a connection at National Defence to advise him. 
John Hemsted commented that this is not dissimilar to the federal airport lands. There 
are two wells at the Central Regional Airport servicing Oro-Medonte and various 
municipal storage plants to the north of that with flow travelling under the airport. The 
municipality does a great job of managing the systems but we do not know anything 
about the flow under federal lands. Lynn advised she is the Vice Chair of the Lake 
Simcoe Regional Airport. Ian Ockenden will approach his contact at Base Borden to see 
if they are doing anything to protect the Well Head Protection Area. David Ketcheson 
advised that it was a test site for putting DNAPLs into the environment, in a contained 
manner, which yielded interesting results. 

Colin Elliott: When is Springwater starting the 5-year cycle of septic inspections?

Katie advised some is this summer and some is next summer. Katie to find out dates 
and advise Colin.
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David Ketcheson: How much more are we finding out on these 5-year cycles after we have 
identified problems in the 1st round? Is there a need to rectify that if there are not a lot of 
problems; is money being spent well?

Bill reviewed the results of the 1st vs 2nd round and the results were not very different. Bill 
did not expect the results to be so similar, so the question will be what will the results of 
the 3rd round look like?

Katie Thompson: Looking to the future with new systems coming online and looking at the 
ABCD Threat count, has the Ministry provided any guidance on how they will deal with a 
column A change, and how will the new Municipal Consolidated Linear Infrastructure 
Environmental Compliance Approvals (CLI ECA) fit into that column A numbers, or has it 
been downloaded to keep track of?

Mystaya clarified that there is a large spreadsheet that risk management officials have 
to complete as part of annual reporting, and the guidance has been to not change the 
number in column A. We have not received any instructions on updates so no changes 
to be made for now.Bill advised that with respect to the CLI ECA it will be up to the 
municipality to come up with those numbers for us. Bill is getting mixed messages from 
the Ministry on updates to column A, so he is following up. We may use our S.36 
amendment process as a bookkeeping exercise to bring the numbers more in line with 
what is being seen on the landscape. Bill will report back to the risk management 
officials.

Katie Thompson: What is the Ministry stance on Environmental Activity and Sector 
Registry’s (EASR) as many things have moved from an Environmental Compliance Approval  
to an EASR that would account for Threats? Are they reporting these numbers to us? Are 
they considering them prescribed instruments or is it a grey area?

Mystaya advised they have not finalized some of the transfers to EASRs, for example the 
stormwater proposal is imminent. We have not heard how they are advising to deal with 
it as they have not yet confirmed that stormwater sites are EASRs. Bill confirmed they 
have not made the decision with respect to stormwater, but there are other activities 
being managed by EASRs that used to be through the ECA process. The Ministry 
considers them prescribed instruments and the province is not reviewing them so there 
is a gap there that we do not know yet how to solve.

David Ketcheson: Am I correct that when you go through the EASR application, there is a 
question on source water protection, and if you check that box you are kicked out of the 
EASR?

Bill’s understanding is that is not correct, and EASRs can apply in vulnerable areas, and 
if you check yes the proponent has to do more work to show you manage the Threat, but 
the province does not give oversight of that review. Amanda advised that you have to 
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attest that you have considered source water protection but not to say that to be in a 
source water protection area when it is your ability to use EASR. Bill will report back 
with more guidance from the province if we can get it.

Lynn Dollin: Her municipality has a lot of septic inspections, and the 1st round resulted in a 
lot of landowner anger. Round 2 became easier. Are other people getting this pushback and 
what is the response when septics are being inspected annually by the installer yet we are 
saying it needs to be inspected again for a fee? Who has it right and can we learn from their 
best practices? On the appeals, is it the whole official plan (Midland) amendment and 
zoning bylaw amendments (Tiny) that are being appealed or just source water aspects?

Melissa advised they are site specific amendments being appealed and not source 
water specific.

David Ritchie: In Ramara, the Bayshore Village wastewater system still has not been 
resolved. How has it been let go for this long? Does the Committee have any influence on 
resolving this? The consultant suggested a whole new treatment process.

Don advised that the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority has been involved in 
some discussions with the Township of Ramara and the Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks on that treatment system. The Conservation Authority agrees 
that more advanced treatment would benefit the lake. The challenge the province has is 
around language in the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan prohibiting new wastewater 
treatment plants. All parties are trying to find a way to reconcile those challenges, as 
well as cost implications.

Moved by:  Katie Thompson
Seconded by:  Jeff Hamelin

SPC-04-25 Resolved That presentation a) and Staff Report 2.1 regarding Annual 
Report on Plan Implementation (to December 31, 2024) be received for 
information; and

Further That Source Protection Authority staff be directed to rate progress 
as “Progressing Well/On Target”; and 

Further That the Source Protection Committee utilize section II of the 
Annual Report to comment on the progress made to date, as described in 
the Issues section. Carried

c) A presentation by Bill Thompson, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority, 
regarding Staff Report SPC2.2 – MECP ‘early engagement’ comments on draft Source 
Protection Plan update.
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Link to the presentation – Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks ‘early 
engagement’ comments on draft Source Protection Plan update

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

Jennifer Best: For the municipalities, are they involved in the pre-consultation stage to 
gather their feedback?

Bill advised that we had a workshop with each upper tier municipality when the Source 
Protection Plan was drafted. This type of consultation will be done again in the next 
couple of months.

Jessica Neto: Letters to property owners often get ignored, so do you do follow up on past 
letters?

Bill advised we are required to send letters during pre and public consutlation and put 
notices in newspapers, so there will be a couple of reminders.

David Ritchie: What types of biomass? We had a similar issue in the Holland Marsh when 
they were cleaning potatoes. Is this the type of thing that is trying to be resolved?

Bill advised what type of biomass is exactly the question being raised with the province. 
It is a real mixed bag of items, including animal carcasses, bioproducts from harvesting 
crops, wood waste. Bill needs to sort this out before reporting back and make a 
reasonable recommendation to the Committee. If the Ministry is concerned about all 
aspects of biomass, there may be different approaches eg. education on wood waste; 
non agricultural source materials on other waste; risk management plans. 

John Hemsted: Waste element came into being if someone was washing more than 51% of 
the material going through their plant. Their own stuff was okay but once they hit 51%  of 
someone elses, that triggered a waste material.

Colin Elliott: A couple years ago they were building a sports complex in Orillia and they 
found a bunch of barrels of bad stuff which was leaking into the Lake. Were you consulted 
on that and the clean up?

Bill was not aware of this, and Orillia is outside of the Conservation Authority 
jurisdiction. Peter advised that the sports complex was on a former foundry site. There 
was a lot of waste onsite. The building was moved, and there was a lot of monitoring 
data collected. It was hard to pinpoint where the waste was. If it was a couple barrels 
that would be easy, but some was at depth so hard to work around. Data is likely still 
being collected. Will likely have to have a discussion on the scale of items to know 
when to deal with as waste eg. a few cans versus to potato washing flooding the Marsh. 
We will need guidance on this.

https://ourwatershed.ca/assets/uploads/2025/04/c-S36-Early-Engagement-comments.pdf
https://ourwatershed.ca/assets/uploads/2025/04/c-S36-Early-Engagement-comments.pdf
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Rick Newlove: The tree waste will likely be dealt with like firewood in that you cannot move 
it to a different area.

Moved by:  Bob Duncanson
Seconded by:  Geoff Allen

SPC-05-25 Resolved That presentation c) and Staff Report SPC2.2 regarding Ministry 
of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) ‘early engagement’ 
comments on draft Source Protection Plan update be received for 
information. Carried

9. Determination of Items Requiring Separate Discussion

No items were identified under items requiring separate discussion.

10. Adoption of Items Not Requiring Separate Discussion

No items were identified under items not requiring separate discussion.

11. Consideration of Items Requiring Separate Discussion

There were no items requiring separate discussion.

12. Other Business

None.

13. Closed Session

None. 

14. Next Meeting and Adjournment

Moved by:  Katie Thompson
Seconded by:  Michelle Flaherty

SPC-06-25 Resolved That the next meeting of the Source Protection Committee 
scheduled to be held on Thursday, June 12, 2025 from 1-4 pm as a virtual 
meeting; and

Further that the April 10, 2025 meeting of the Source Protection 
Committee be adjourned at 2:15 pm Carried
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