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Update topics

1. Status of plan amendments for new drinking 
water systems 

2. Recommended process improvements for 
plan amendments 

3. Environmental Assessment Modernization 
4. Change to funding for program 

• Looking forward for the next 3 years 



1. Plan amendments for new / 
modified drinking water systems
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Durham (Sunderland, Cannington)

Oro-Medonte (Horseshoe Highlands)

Shelburne

Oro-Medonte (Craighurst)

Palgrave (Peel)

Adjala-Tosorontio (Colgan)

Springwater (Midhurst Heights)

Springwater (Cassel Drive)



2. Recommended process 
improvements
• Plan amendment process is lengthy, yet some 

issues not addressed to satisfaction of SPC, 
staff 
• E.g. water budgets, water quality concerns, 

relationship with Environmental Assessment process 
• SPA staff submitted a ‘Process improvements 

discussion paper’ to MECP 
• MECP have adopted some, others will be a 

longer conversation 



Process improvements – 
technical work guidance
• Guidance and checklist for proponents to assist 

in ensuring a complete technical work 
submission to the SPA.  

• Roles & responsibilities, examples and 
templates may be included  

• Coordinated by Conservation Ontario, Melissa 
Carruthers participating 



3. Environmental Assessment 
modernization
• New proposed provincial policy to streamline 

Environmental Assessments 
• Propose to revoke Municipal Class 

Environmental Assessment process and to 
replace it with a Regulation 

• Posted on the Environmental Registry (Feb 16 
– Mar 17)



Water system planning process
Population projections 

/ growth targets

Water master plans

Environmental 
assessment

Source Protection PlanDrinking Water Works 
License



Current proposal

1. Municipal Project Assessment Process 
• Sets out requirements for consultation, 

consideration of alternatives, impact assessment, 
notification 

2. Municipal project list 
• Describes the municipal infrastructure project types 

subject to the proposal 



Key similarities between existing 
process and proposed new
Current municipal class EA process Proposed municipal project assessment 

process

• Timeline typically 18 - 24 months – 
proponent led 

• Requires ‘alternatives to’ a project to 
be considered 

• Proponent required to assess and  
consult on alternative methods of 
carrying out the project. 

• Recommends including number of 
Significant Drinking Water Threats 
“created” as part of assessment 

• Three mandatory consultation points 
• 30 - day comment period 
• 30-day Minister’s review period
• Minister’s order requests 

• Regulated timeline of 6 months
• Process begins once the proponent 

has determined what the proposed 
project is (after any consideration of 
‘alternatives to’).

• Proponent required to consult on 
any alternative methods of carrying 
out the project considered. 

• Three mandatory consultation points
• 30-day comment period
• 35-day Minister’s review period
• Minister’s order requests



Proposed municipal project list
Would be subject to new process Proposed to have no EA requirements

• Construction of new drinking water 
systems 

• Construction of new drinking water 
treatment plant, or expansion of 
existing beyond rated capacity 

• New or replacement wells at existing 
drinking water systems (DWS)

• Increasing depth or pumping 
capacity at existing DWS

• Establish a well at a new well site
• Expand existing drinking water 

treatment plant up to existing rated 
capacity

• New or expansion of intake to 
surface water source



Possible implications for Source 
Protection
• Lesser need to assess alternatives  

• May no longer be considering number of new 
Significant Threats “created” when deciding where 
to place a well 

• Lesser need to consult 
• We may find ourselves the first point of contact for 

future expansions to drinking water systems



4. Change to funding for program 

• Three - year funding program, rather than one 
• New support for: 

• Technical work (e.g. water budget updates) 
• Technical pilot projects (e.g. water budget review 

process, WHPA review process) 
• Targeted municipal support (particularly for smaller 

municipalities) 

• Currently negotiating details, scope of what will 
be funded



Thank you


