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Objectives of Annual Reporting
Primary Goal: 
To assess if threats to drinking water supplies were reduced 
through the implementation of the Source Protection Plan 

Secondary Goals: 
1. Ensure program effectiveness and efficiency
2. Provide accountability and transparency through public

reporting
3. Inform future budget requests
4. Reduce uncertainty of plan success or failure
5. Inform decision - making and implementation
6. Enable more effective on - the - ground management of

Significant Drinking Water Threats



Reports Due to the Province



Annual Reporting Components

1. Establishment of a Risk
Management Office

2. Number of Risk Management Plans
3. Number of inspections
4. Qualitative assessment of policy

effect
5. Status of Official Plan update and

Zoning By - law amendment
6. Progress on Septic Inspection

Program
7. Ministry Reporting (Prescribed

Instruments)



Reporting 
Period

Number of Risk 
Management 

Plans Completed

Estimated 
Number of Risk 

Management 
Plans Required

Half of 2015 25 No Data
2016 32 691
2017 49 476
2018 72 360
2019 54 140
2020 19 119
2021 14 103
2022 6 92
2023 43 27
Total 314

Risk Management Plans 
Progress to Date

We have approx. 27 RMPs remaining to 
negotiate with 3 months to go.

Some RMPs required for Application of 
Commercial Fertilizer are not included



Progress Made Addressing Threats

96% of the 
existing threats
were addressed 
through policy 
implementation

Threat 
ID

Prescribed Drinking Water Threat / Local Threat / Condition A (Number 
Threats  at 

SPP 
approval)

B (Number 
Threats 

added after 
approval)

C (Number 
Threats 

removed via 
verification)

D ( Threats 
addressed 
via policy)

Still to be 
Addressed

1 The establishment, operation or maintenance of a waste disposal 
site within the meaning of Part V of the EPA

32 16 35 11 2

2 The establishment, operation or maintenance of a system that 
collects, stores, transmits, treats or disposes of sewage

1944 443 109 2269 9

3 The application of agricultural source material to land 115 8 102 6 15

4 The storage of agricultural source material 27 2 7 19 3

5 The management of agricultural source material 0 0 0 0 0

6 The application of non-agricultural source material to land 7 3 10 0 0

7 The handling and storage of agricultural source material 2 1 2 1 0

8 The application of commercial fertilizer to land 268 148 58 296 62

9 The handling and storage of commercial fertilizer 22 1 17 1 5

10 The application of pesticide to land 110 13 85 22 16

11 The handling and storage of pesticide 17 1 12 1 5

12 The application of road salt 2 43 2 42 1

13 The handling and storage of road salt 3 50 3 47 3

14 The storage of snow 1 44 2 42 1

15 The handling and storage of fuel 232 12 154 61 29

16 The handling and storage of dense non-aqueous phase liquid 463 293 519 207 30

17 The handling and storage of organic solvent 35 3 36 2 0

18 The management of runoff that contains chemicals used in the 
de-icing of aircraft

0 0 0 0 0

19 The use of land as livestock grazing or pasturing land, an outdoor 
confinement area or a farm-animal yard

32 3 26 2 7

20 Water taking from an aquifer without returning the water to the 
same aquifer or surface water body

0 0 0 0 0

21 Reducing recharge of an aquifer 1 1 2 0 0

22 Establishment and operation of a liquid hydrocarbon pipeline 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 3313 1085 1181 3029 188



Distribution of threats that require an RMP

90%



Official Plan 
Updates  
Progress to 
Date



Zoning Bylaw 
Amendments   
Progress to 
Date



Septic 
Inspections 
(3rd round) 
Progress to 
Date



Potential Issues - RMPs
• There are 27 RMPs spread over 9

municipalities to complete before the
July 1, 2024 deadline (3 months away).

• The RMP workload is not distributed
equally across the region. Some RMOs
require aggressive RMP workplans to
complete all the required RMPs by the
deadline.

• RMOs may need to issue Orders for
contravention of section 58 (Risk
Management Plans) to landowners who
are procrastinating or not cooperating.

• Orders will not negate the need for
positive working relationships with
landowners



Potential Issues – Septic Inspections
• 1,856 Septic Inspections need to be completed in the current round.
• Municipalities with many septic systems to inspect will need to ensure

they have adequate workplans in place.



Next Steps - RMPs
• RMOs with RMPs remaining to negotiate will be encouraged to issue

orders to landowners who are procrastinating on RMP negotiation.
• Source Protection Authority staff will assist RMOs in any way we can

to complete outstanding RMPs.



Summary Points
1. All municipalities submitted their 2023 annual reports to the Source 

Protection Authority. Municipalities in our source protection region have 
processes in place to ensure that their day - to - day planning decisions 
conform to our source protection plan.  

2. 98% of the policies that address significant drinking water threats have 
been or are being implemented. 

3. Approximately 96% of the existing Threats have been addressed 
through policy implementation. 

4. While 314 RMPs have been established as of December 31, 2023, an
estimated 27 outstanding RMPs remain to be completed by the July 1, 
2024, deadline. 

5. 12% (250 of the estimated 2,106) of round - three on - site septic system 
inspections have been completed by municipal staff. Most 
municipalities in our region have several years remaining to complete 
their remaining inspections.



The Source Protection Authority recommends 
that the Source Protection Committee provide a 
progress score of: 

Progressing Well/On Target  
on achieving source protection plan objectives this reporting period. 

Progressing Well/On Target means the majority of the source protection 
plan policies have been implemented and/or are progressing in accordance 
with the timelines specified in the source protection plan.

Recommended Progress Score



Thank you! 

Questions?
Mike Wilson, P.Geo.
Source Water Protection Hydrogeologist
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
905  -  895  -  1281, ext. 281 | 1  -  800  -  465  -  0437  
m.wilson@LSRCA.on.caA clean glass of water starts 

long before you turn on the tap
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