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Water Quality Concerns - General 

• As part of creating the s.36 workplan municipal consultation meetings 
were held and during those meeting the question was asked: 
• Have there been any challenges in the treated water meeting 

existing Ontario Drinking Water Quality Standards 
• Or improvements where issues were identified? 

• A number of municipalities voiced parameters either on the rise or a 
change in a previously identified issue 

• Follow up was done to obtain raw data from as many years as 
possible to see if the concerns would meet “the test” of an issue under 
Technical Rule 114 or if municipal staff was just being cautious 
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Water Quality Concerns - General 

• According to Technical Rule 114, to be considered a Drinking 
Water Issue, a parameter either; 
1. needs to be at a concentration that is above the Ontario 

Drinking Water Quality Standards, or 
2. Have an increasing trend that will lead to concentrations 

being above the standards 
 

• The following water systems were investigated further based 
on municipal feedback 
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Orillia – Water Filtration Plant IPZ 
• Parameter of concern in Orillia was chlorides in the IPZ 

• Data from 10 sampling points between May 2014 to February 2018 was 
provided. Sample results range between 43.3 mg/L to 88.1 mg/L.  

• The Aesthetic Drinking Water Quality Objective for chloride is 250 mg/L 

 • Although there appears to be an 
increasing trend, it is believed that 
the chloride levels in the IPZ would 
not currently meet the criteria of 
Technical Rule 114 and SPA staff 
would like to continue monitoring 
and possibly consider it for future 
s.36 updates  
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Oro-Medonte - Craighurst 
• Parameter of concern in the Craighurst system is sodium. 

• Data from 8 sampling points between 2004 and 2013 was provided.  
Sample results range between 29.9 mg/L to 64.4 mg/L. 

• The Aesthetic Drinking Water Quality Objective for sodium is 200 mg/L, 
medical officer of health should be contacted over 20 mg/L 

 • Based on a high level first look, 
the aesthetic guideline for 
sodium, in this system, is 
projected to be exceeded by 
2050 
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Oro-Medonte - Warminster 
• Parameter of concern in the Warminster system is sodium. 

• Data from 7 sampling points between 2004 and 2013 was provided.  
Sample results range between 42.1 mg/L to 102 mg/L. 

• The Aesthetic Drinking Water Quality Objective for sodium is 200 
mg/L, medical officer of health should be contacted over 20 mg/L 

 • Based on a high level first look, 
the aesthetic guideline for 
sodium, in this system, is 
projected to be exceeded by 
2031 
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Severn - Coldwater 
• ICA for TCE 

• 85 data points were provided from February 1996 to October 2017 

• While all three wells in the Coldwater system remain above the PWQO for 
TCE (0.005 mg/L), significant decreasing trends are evident in wells 1 and 
2.  If they remain on their current trajectory, well 1 may fall below the 
PWQO by 2030 and Well 2 may fall below within the next five years.   
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Next Steps 
• Review and evaluate trends to see if they meet the requirements of 

an issue under Technical Rule 114 

• If applicable, map Issue Contributing Area and review Source 
Protection Plan to determine if additional policies will be necessary 

• If necessary, update the Assessment Report for the identification of 
any new or removed drinking water issues, addition or deletion of 
maps of issue contributing areas, and added threats enumeration in 
any new ICA 

• If necessary, update the Source Protection Plan for reference to any 
new or removed ICAs and revisions to policies identified by the SPC 
and refined through public consultation 
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