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Policy 
Application 
 
 
WHPA-A/B/C 
(regardless of 
vulnerability 
score) 



Prohibition on future handling / 
storage of DNAPLs 
 Policy currently states 
• DNAPL-2: Future handling and storage of DNAPLs in 

any quantity (excluding incidental volumes for 
personal/domestic use) is designated for the 
purposes of Section 57 of the Clean Water Act, and 
is therefore prohibited where the activity would be 
a significant drinking water threat. 
 



 
Prohibition on future handling / 
storage of DNAPLs 
 RMO experience in implementing: 

• Very few businesses have any chlorinated solvents or 
“pure” DNAPLs. Even fewer have chlorinated solvents in 
any significant quantity (>20L). 

• Businesses can begin operating before RMOs are aware 
(if moving into an existing building). In these cases, 
enforcing a prohibition may result in hardship for 
businesses  

 
 



Prohibition on future handling / 
storage of DNAPLs 
 RMO experience in implementing: 

• Most RMOs in the region have taken a precautionary 
approach in considering which chemical products may 
behave as DNAPLs, allowing them to discuss best 
practices beyond CWA.  

• Most oil and solvent products are not truly DNAPLS; 
with a Prohibition, the business may operate with no 
RMP but must avoid DNAPLs. With a RMP, RMOs are 
able to implement best practices for all chemicals on a 
site.  

 
 



 
Prohibition on future handling / 
storage of DNAPLs 
 
RMO request: 
• Revise DNAPL-2 and WAST(b)-2 to allow for RMPs 

rather than Prohibition (in at least some situations) 
 



Prohibition on future handling / 
storage of DNAPLs 
 Options to consider: 

• Keep policies as is. 
• Prohibit handling and storage of large amounts (e.g. 25 

L).  RMPs for handling and storage of smaller volumes. 
• Require municipalities to require ‘change of use’ permit 

in vulnerable areas where policies would apply. 

 



Prohibition on existing handling / 
storage of DNAPLs 
 Policy currently states 
• DNAPL-1: The existing handling and storage of 

DNAPLs (excluding incidental volumes for 
personal/domestic use) is designated for the 
purposes of Section 58 of the CWA, and therefore 
requires a RMP where the activity is a SDWT. The 
RMP, at a minimum, will promote above-ground 
storage and handling, and include terms and 
conditions to ensure the handling and storage of 
DNAPLs ceases to be a SDWT.   
 



Considerations 
• The table of circumstances 

specifically states that “any quantity” 
of DNAPL handling and storage can 
be a SDWT. 

• Challenge: products containing very 
small amount of dnapls 

• MECP’s DNAPL working group will 
hopefully revolve this quandary (eg 
min volume) in 2019 

• Note: Saugeen-Grey Sauble included 
a 25L min threshold  



Remember! 
A clean glass of water 
starts long before you 
turn on the tap 
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