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How/why is OMAFRA involved in SWP? 
• Nutrient Management Act and O. Reg 267/03 regulate certain agricultural 

activities when an agricultural operation becomes subject to the Regulation 
 

• An operation may require a Nutrient Management Strategy (NMS), Nutrient 
Management Plan (NMP), or NASM plan 
 

• NMS, NMP, and NASM plans regulate activities identified as prescribed threats 
under the Clean Water Act (CWA) 
 

• Collectively, these are all prescribed instruments under the CWA 
 

• It is the responsibility of the issuer or preparer to ensure the prescribed 
instrument conforms to the local source protection policies 
 

• Responsibility of conformity falls to… 
– OMAFRA: approved NMS and NASM plans 
– The preparer (i.e. NM consultant): registered NMS and NASM plans, NMPs 
– More on this later… 
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Implementation Activities 
• Main focuses since Source Protection Plans came into effect: 

 
1. Screening of future or new PIs  

• PIs coming in for review and approval on an on-going basis  
 

2. Identification, review, and amendment of existing PIs  
• PIs issued prior to SPP coming into effect 
 

3. Annual reporting to the SPAs across the province 
 

• These 3 activities make up the bulk of the work done for SWP 
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Integration of SWP in the NM program 
• Created a process to check for and implement applicable policies for 

new and existing PIs 
– Using SWP data layers in property reviews to determine SWP 

impacts 
– Case by case basis for each SPA and policy 
– Inclusion of appropriate conditions based on site-specific 

considerations and best management practices 
 

• Make a point to: 
– Connect with the NM consultant and/or the farmer 
– Talk to the RMO and involve them when necessary/appropriate 
– Utilize resources that have already been developed (OFEC SWP 

workbook/framework) 
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New/Future and Existing PIs 
Province SGBLS 

 
Total active PIs 
 

 
8000 (approx) 

 
368 

 
PIs overlapping 
vulnerable area with 
SDWT (new and 
existing) 
 

 
134 

 
13 

 
PIs subject to SDWT 
policies 
 

 
38 

 
3 (NASM) 

6 



3 SGBLS PIs with conditions 
• 3 NASM plans 

– Land application of various sources of NASM 
 

• Conditions on the approval ensure best management practices are 
followed including: 
– Tile outlet monitoring 
– Injection/incorporation of material  
– Application of NASM onto living crop or crop residue 

 
• Conditions are often just formalizing best management practices above 

and beyond the Regulation that are already taking place 
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10 remaining SGBLS PIs 
• 10 PIs (NMS and NASM plans) that did not require conditions or 

prohibition, for several reasons: 
 
– Minimal overlap of vulnerable area (high sensitivity of GIS 

analysis) 
 
 

– Vulnerable area is not included in the area managed by the PI 
 
 

– NASM plan expired 
 
 

– NMS expired (and OMAFRA therefore no longer able to 
determine/ensure conformity) 
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Challenges… 
1. Impact of SWP on NM program versus the amount of effort required for a PI 

subject to policies 
– Less than 1% of PIs across province are subject to significant threat 

policies 
– Rarely encountered + 5 review staff + subject to specific policies = ‘starting 

new’ every time 
 

2. Responsibility to ensure conformity of PIs 
– OMAFRA responsible for conformity of approved PIs 
– Preparer responsible for conformity of non-approved PIs 

• Initial confusion for statements of conformity for exemptions 
• Consultant concerns, hesitation around responsibility and liability 
• RMO concerns – conformity rubber stamp? 

 
3. Variation in policies across the province 

– Provincial program adapting to specific and individual policies 
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…leading to successes 
 

1. Increased awareness and education of SWP and nutrient management 
– NM consultants training and education 
– RMO presentations and support 

 
 

2. Establishing relationships and communication 
 
 
 

3. Overall incorporation of SWP in NM program 
– Updated processes 
– Confidence in screening and decisions 
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Questions? 
 

Brittany Barkes 
Environmental Specialist 

519-826-3585 
Brittany.barkes@ontario.ca 
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