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Proposed expansion to Greenbelt 
• Proposed by Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

• Intended to “protect important water features in outer ring of 
Greater Golden Horseshoe as the region continues to grow” 
(p4) 

• Composed of “building blocks” (pp 9-13) 
• Moraines 
• Coldwater streams 
• Wetlands  
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Proposed expansion to Greenbelt 
• Municipalities would be required to bring their plans into 

conformity with the Greenbelt Plan, 2017 in addition to any other 
policies that may already apply (p 8) 

• The key difference between policies in the Greenbelt and 
Growth plans is that the Greenbelt Plan prohibits significant 
urban development. Settlement areas outside the Greenbelt are 
not permitted to expand into it, and there are enhanced tests for 
the size and location of settlement expansions inside the 
Greenbelt (p 8)  
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Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe 
• Released by the Province in 2017 

• Sets growth targets to 2041, and land use policies how to 
achieve them  

2016 census 2031 2036 2041 
Simcoe County 307,050 416,000 456,000 497,000 
Barrie 141,400 210,000 231,000 253,000 
Orillia 31,200 41,000 44,000 46,000 
Dufferin County 61,700 81,000 81,000 85,000 
York Region 1,110,000 1,590,000 1,700,000 1,790,000 
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Letter submitted on behalf of SPC 
• SPC is made up of long-serving representatives of a range of 

interests across the Region.   

• Interest in submitting a comment 

• Will require discussion at our next scheduled meeting (on April 
5th).   

• I trust that you will recognize the value of comments submitted 
by a multi-stakeholder group which has been delivering on 
provincial policy related to water protection for the past decade 
in five of your study areas, and will still accept comments 
submitted by April 9th 
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Responses received to my initial draft 
1. The proposal doesn’t recognize the significant investment in 

time as well as local and provincial resources in the 
development and implementation of the source protection plan 

2. The proposal represents a duplication of existing policies, 
including the Source Protection Plan, Lake Simcoe Protection 
Plan, and County Official Plans 

3. The Province should continue to invest in sourcewater, rather 
than change focus to a “new flavour” 

4. Incentive funding, through Sourcewater, EFP, or local CAs / 
SSEA, is an effective way to support the farming community in 
protecting water resources 
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Would the SPC like to … 

• Submit a letter to MMAH regarding the proposal to expand the 
Greenbelt? 
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Would the SPC like to include any of the 
following points in the letter? 
1. Doesn’t recognize the significant investment that is the source 

protection plan 

2. Is a duplication of existing policies  

3. The Province should continue to invest in sourcewater 

4. Incentive funding is a mechanism to support the protection of 
water resources 
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