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Where does it come from? Threats: a breakdown
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Excessive use 
of winter salt.

Runo� from large
piles of snow (such
as in parking lots).

Improperly stored 
or disposed of 
hazardous waste.

Improperly 
maintained 
septic systems.

Improperly 
used or stored 
nutrients, fertilizers, 
pesticides or 
animal waste.

Improperly 
used or stored 
hazardous liquids.

Activities that prevent 
rain or snow from 
entering the ground 
and replenishing
underground 
water sources.

What are the threats?

Vulnerable areas are located near municipal water wells or surface water intakes 
that bring water from lakes and rivers into treatment plants. 

When a home or business is located in a “vulnerable area”, the activities on that 
property play an even greater role in ensuring the protection of municipal drinking 
water supplies. That’s because contaminants can have a greater, more immediate 
impact on municipal drinking water. 

To find out if a particular property is in one of these zones, visit ourwatershed.ca


