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Presentation Outline 

• Review: What are the Technical Rules: 

Assessment Report? 

• What amendments are proposed? 

• What the impact might the proposed 

amendments have on SGBLS Source Protection 

Region? 

• Recommendations 

• Questions 
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What are the Director’s Technical Rules, “Technical 

Rules: Assessment Report”? 

• The Director’s technical rules, “Technical Rules: Assessment Report”, 

sets out the requirements for, and the methods to be used to complete 

the Assessment Report 

• An Assessment Report is a technical document that identifies and 

evaluates threats to drinking water quality and quantity.  The Assessment 

Report summarize a series of technical studies that outline vulnerable 

areas on maps and provide a total count of potential significant drinking 

water threats to every drinking water system as prescribed by the 

province.  They describe the local watershed and assess available water 

supply and include maps of the vulnerable areas. 

• The Director’s technical rules, “Technical Rules: Assessment Report”, 

came into effect when posted in Nov. 2008, and were amended effective 

Nov. 2009 and Dec. 2013.  
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Why Amend the Technical Rules? 

Amendments are necessary because of: 

• challenges that were identified during the 

implementation of approved plans 

• recommendations made in the 2014 Auditor 

General of Ontario’s Source Water Protection Value 

For Money Audit Report 

• lessons learned during the development of the 

assessment reports and source protection plans 
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Putting the EBR Posting in Context  

• MOECC SPPB program review (incl. a Technical Framework 

Review) is in progress 

• SPPB is consulting with stakeholders through working groups to 

seek input on potential changes  

• Technical recommendations occuring in two phases: 

• Phase 1- quick fixes – don’t require consultation or change to the Regs. 

• Phase 2- more significant changes that require research and 

consultation with stakeholders 

• Proposed (Phase 1) amendment was posted to the Environmental 

Registry Sept. 21, 2016 with a 45 day comment period 

• SPC to consider recommendations today and provide further 

comment if necessary  
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What Amendments are Proposed?  
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• Remove rules concerning the scoring of SGRAs to eliminate 

duplication 

• Incorporate flexibility to allow a vulnerability score (for IPZ-1&2) 

to be assigned to drinking water systems in larger water bodies, 

such as the Great Lakes and Connecting Channels, to 

recognise that these systems can be more vulnerable to 

contamination in a near shore environment 

• Update the Tables of Drinking Water Threats to remove 

confusing language and redundant sections and to correct 

underlying assumptions. For example: 

• Remove septic systems as a source of sodium and chloride 

to address implementation challenges. 

• Amend the protection zones and volumes for the storage 

and handling of fuel to correct underlying assumptions    
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Remove Rules Concerning the Scoring of SGRAs  
• HVAs are particularly susceptible to contamination (degradation of 

water quality)                                                                             

Water quality issue = need for vulnerability score  

• SGRA is an area on the landscape characterized by porous, 

permeable soils. SGRAs help maintain recharge (water quantity). 

No quality issue therefor no need for vulnerability score 
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Flexibility to Allow a Wider Range of Vulnerability 

Scores to be Assigned to Drinking Water Systems 

in Large Water Bodies (e.g. the Great Lakes)  



10 

Great Lakes (GL) 

Inland Lakes 

Inland Rivers and Streams 
GL Connecting Channels 

Fill this 

space up 

to black 

out 
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Rope 

Subdivision 

Victoria 

Harbour 

IPZs in SGBLS 

Delineated Using 

Rule 95.1   
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Proposed Changes to the Tables of Drinking 

Water Threats  
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Handling & 

Storage of 

Fuel 
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Handling & 

Storage of 

Fuel 

9-10 9-10 9-10 9-10 
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LAGOON CITY ORILLIA 



17 

Recommendations  

• SPA submit comments supporting the proposed 

amendments to the Technical Rules: Assessment 

Report 

• Confirm when new Technical Rules available 

• Confirm process of updating AR with province and 

when amendments would apply; 

• Existing AR: Section 36, Nov 2018 review 

• New IPZ created: Would the rule apply once EBR 

approved??? 

• Determine the # of new Fuel Storage threats 
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Questions? 
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Thank You 

Mike Wilson, P.Geo. 

Source Water Protection Coordinator/Hydrogeologist 

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 

905-895-1281, ext. 281 | 1-800-465-0437  

m.wilson@LSRCA.on.ca 

 


